Strike Gold

in Northern
California

VENTURE TO THE WILD
HEART OF NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA, A LAND
OF ABOUNDING
NATURAL BEAUTY,
VAST NATIONAL PARKS
AND ENIGMATIC CITIES
STEEPED IN GOLD
RUSH HISTORY.

Gold runs through the veins
of Northern California. Travel
to this wild coastal state and
it seems as though it glitters
everywhere; from the Gold
Rush heritage to the magnificent
Golden Gate Bridge, and the
bronzed branches of some of
the largest living organisms
on the planet in Yosemite
National Park.

14 TO DISCOVER MORE CALL US ON: 01858 415 040 OR VISIT TRAVELSPHERE.CO.UK



DISCOVER SAN FRANCISCO’S
HEART OF GOLD

If there was a gold medal for the most
free-spirited city in the United States,
then it would undoubtedly hang around
the neck of San Francisco. There is

only one way to appreciate this city’s
inimitable flair, and that’s to let your hair
down and dive right in. lconic sights are
at every turn, from the art-deco Golden
Gate Bridge, to the hairpin turns of
Lombard Street. Wander the bustling,
sea-scented docks of Fisherman’s Wharf
- no trip would be complete without
sampling some fresh crab — and feel
your skin crawl in the eerily fascinating
Alcatraz. But to get a true feel for San
Francisco, step off the main drag and
take in the local life. Sip organic coffee
ina funky sidewalk café, watch people
practice yoga in Dolores Park, or enjoy
local wines in one of the speakeasy

bars — a hark back to the Gold Rush
era. Only then will you feel as though
you've truly experienced San Francisco.

WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF
GOLD RUSH PROSPECTORS
IN SACRAMENTO

Despite being the state capital,
there is a delightfully small-town feel
about Sacramento. It’s a place where
farmers’ markets host food trucks
serving steaming portions of farm-
to-fork goodness. A place where the
history of the Gold Rush is proudly
celebrated, and horse and carts
trundle alongside modern SUVs.

Head back to the Wild West in
Sacramento’s Old Town, where tales of
Gold Rush miners still waft through the
saloons and buildings which have stood
since the mid 19th century. You can
walk in the footsteps of pioneers such
as Samuel Brannan and John Augustus
Sutter Jr, and imagine the lawless chaos
which ensued when prospectors came
to fight for their fortunes. Meet the
rapscallion characters of the Gold Rush
at the Sacramento History Museum, or
watch paddle wheelers glide down the
Sacramento River as you contemplate
how the discovery of a single piece

of gold launched the greatest human
migration in American history

MEET MOTHER NATURE IN
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

There are few places on the planet

which garner the same sense of awe as
Yosemite National Park. The product of
Mother Nature’s power over 30 million
years, Yosemite is nature at its most raw
and wild. Feel humbled by the groves

of Sequoia trees, the rarest, oldest and
biggest living organisms, which sway
majestically 100 metres high. Or feel

the mist from Bridalveil Fall as it tumbles
189 metres down Cathedral Rocks. In
Yosemite Valley, the granite walls tower to
more than twice the height of the Empire
State Building, and the iconic El Capitan
has lured adventurous rock-climbers to
conquer its sheer face for decades.

While Yosemite National Park astounds
with its grand views and jaw-dropping
statistics, visitors leave here transformed.
To experience nature at its most
astounding is soul-soothing and humbling.
Amidst the gargantuan peaks, coursing
torrents and jewel - like lakes, you'll
discover a sense of inner peace and
serenity. For those looking to challenge
or discover themselves, Yosemite is the
golden ticket you've been searching for.

Seo the sights...

12 days from £2899
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