RELAX TO THE MAX
AT FUSION MAIA
Situated in a Shangri-La kind of environment, the Fusion Maia
Resort and Spa in Da Nang, Vietnam is Asia’s first all inclusive spa
resort. Luxury options abound but the spa is the heart and soul of
the boutique hotel composed of 90 private and exclusive villas.
By Joseph Reaney
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he terms robust and serene are not
necessarily synonymous, but in this
comparison, you may just feel serene
and robust…and very healthy after
your time at this luxurious, elegant,
and ever-so-first class spa oasis in Asia. This place is
like nothing I have ever experienced before and for
certain you will not forget either that there is real
artistry in location, technique, and the ritual application
of treatments that literally surpass earthly familiarity.
The concept at Maia is elegantly simple: all guests are
offered unlimited spa treatments booked in advance
during the course of their stay. The facilities are so
extensive however, that to add a massage or beauty
treatment on short notice is not a problem. The spa
itself is an oasis of calm, relaxation, and reflection. Set
in a lush tropical garden with a waterfall and private
pool at its center, it is not a stretch to feel as if one was
in an Eden like oasis.
There are 16 treatment rooms, two beauty salons, a
yoga/meditation studio, steam rooms, saunas, private
Jacuzzis, a fabulous boutique shop, and one of my
favorite amenities: a well-stocked library that offers
pre-loaded Kindle e-Readers. The other concept that
is so appealing in simplicity is that the focus of this
spa has to with unwinding the mind, the spirit, and the
body by designing the spaces to meet this goal. The
villas are cleverly designed to help one unwind. Even
the basic villas offer rare luxury, with large open-plan
interiors – the combined living area, bedroom, and
bathroom is 538 square feet – each with its own private
garden, and sizable swimming pool.
The pinnacle of luxury however, is to be found within
the two Grand Beach Villas, the ultimate Fusion Maia
stay. The private space here covers more than 4,000
square feet. The interior – a mix of classic and modern,
includes two double bedrooms with en-suite showers
and Jacuzzi in the master bedroom, a large open-plan
living room and kitchenette completely state of the
art in appliances and technology throughout. The
large private garden and swimming pool offers an
extraordinary view across the sparkling Pacific Ocean
that took my breath away.
Even outside the spa and villas, the resort is
immaculately crafted to ensure that each guest enjoys
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complete and utter relaxation. “The
design has been inspired by the historic
Imperial Forbidden City in Hue,” reveals
Louk Lennaerts, the Chief Visionary
Officer at Fusion Maia and owners,
Serenity Holding. “For example, the
central buildings are designed like temples
surrounded by walkways, very typical of the
layout of Mandarin villages. The central
buildings here are the restaurant and bar,
intended to act as a temple for the guests’
bodies, while the spa serves as a temple for
the guests’ minds.”
Speaking of restaurants, this Vietnamese
resort prides itself on the “Breakfast Any
Place, Any Time” concept. Offering a
divine breakfast menu and buffet as well
each morning in the main restaurant, both
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Western and Asian food preparations
to maximize relaxation and health are
available in your suite, on the beach, or
anywhere that strikes one’s fancy. All
dining options and the spa are part of the
resort’s “Natural Living Program.” Every
day, guests are given a list of ways their
stay can help them live a healthier and
more balanced life. Divided into seven
key practices, advice ranges from choosing
nutritious options to making the most of
the gym, pool, and daily fitness classes. A
Lifestyle Consultant is also available for
those looking to make long-term changes.
The attentive staff that is often touted
by Lennaerts, are called “Fusionistas.”
Lennaerts says they are, “Friends to the
guests, who help with any daily needs.”
84

Personal Fusionistas are assigned to each
guest for the duration of their stay to make
their visit unforgettable. Included are:
arranging spa treatments, private dining,
tours, not to mention tailoring diet and
fitness options. These accomplishments
make them a complete package of
concierge, butler, personal assistant and
more. My personal Fusionista spoke fluent
English perfectly. Lennaerts informed me
that, “Many of the assistants are from all
over the world and often speak fluently in
the language of the guest.”
Since opening, Fusion Maia and its
unique all spa-inclusive concept has been a
resounding success – not only with guests,
but also with critics. Just last year at the
World Luxury Spa Awards 2013, Maia
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was voted the “Best Boutique Spa in Asia,”
Vietnam’s Best Luxury Beach Resort” at the
World Luxury Hotel Awards, and at the Mr.
and Mrs. Smith Awards it was listed among
the “Tope Ten Above and Beyond.” The
experience is not to be missed by any stretch
of the imagination. Da Nang itself also offers
many exciting attractions as well as the 22,000acre Bach Ma National Park that is home to a
huge variety of bird and mammal species. The
area is truly distinct and Fusion Maia offers a
serene glimpse into the culture and elegance of
the Vietnamese spirit.
Regular Pool Villas at Fusion Maia start from
just $429 per night, while the Grand Beach Villas
begin from $1,144 – both on a bed, breakfast and
spa basis. Book your stay today at maiadanang.
fusion-resorts.com.
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