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Haiti might not be at the top of your travel 
wish list after the catastrophic 2010 
earthquake, but you shouldn’t overlook this 

extraordinary place. Now it’s possible to explore the 
highlights of this Caribbean nation in a luxurious yet 
meaningful way – while helping Haitians rebuild their 
island.

A two-day trip to Haiti with photographer Russell 
James for two can be yours for just $25,000 at IfOnly, 
an online charity emporium that offers exclusive 
experiences in the realms of travel, food, wine, spirits, 
sports and entertainment. It’s a truly extravagant 
auction for a very worthy cause.

James, famous for his work with big fashion names 
like Victoria’s Secret, Vogue, Marie Claire and Sports 
Illustrated, is one of IfOnly’s celebrity luminaries, and 
proceeds from this exclusive trip go directly to James’ 
foundation, Nomad Two Worlds. This foundation 
partners with indigenous artists worldwide to create a 
series of multicultural products and art.

“My great surprises about the country [Haiti] are the 
unique and abundant forms of creativity,” says James. 
He’s been visiting the country regularly since 2011 
and his passion for the Haitian people make him 
an excellent tour guide. “Creativity in art, music and 
craftsmanship is passed along generationally,” he says. 
“After seeing only the projection of the earthquake’s 
destruction for so long, to then discover things like 
The Citadelle, towns like Jacmel and the artisans… I 
was profoundly moved.” And the focus of James’ tour 
very much lies on the artistry amid the chaos.

For tour guests, it all begins in Port-au-Prince, the 
capital of Haiti and the island’s most popular tourist 
destination. Here, visitors can glimpse the work of some 
of the country’s most talented artists at the Musée d’Art 
Haïtien du Collège Saint-Pierre and the Expressions 
Art Gallery. Then they can study up on the history of 
the country through historical artifacts, including an 
anchor salvaged from Christopher Columbus’s Santa 
Maria ship, on display at the Musée National.
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From Port-au-Prince, James leads you south to Jacmel, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Although the 2010 
earthquake caused heavy damage and casualties, determined 
rebuilding efforts have revitalized the region, while preserving 
its culture and traditions. There are also opportunities for 
immersive experiences with local artisans, learning all about 
the lives and work of local people.

“Haiti is a treasure trove of little known surprises on a global 
scale,” says James. He is particularly taken by the coastal artists’ 
enclave of Jacmel, which he calls “beautiful and vibrant... it 
inspires creativity. When I first arrived, I walked onto a beach 
where there were dancers in white linen dancing by a fire to 
primal drum beats.” The artwork here is also inspirational. “I 
once saw a sign in an artisan area of Jacmel that said ‘we sell 
rubble’. The ‘rubble’ had been made into the most extraordinary 

art pieces and the metal work is second to none. Their sequin 
work is stunning.”

Meals are included in the tour price – guests will feast on 
fresh fruits and local delicacies such as cold oyster soup – 
while luxury accommodation is provided for the duration of 
the stay. And for an additional $12,000, James will also throw 
in a personalized photo shoot at UNESCO World Heritage 
protected Citadelle Laferrière, where he recently shot Adriana 
Lima for Donna Karan’s Spring/Summer 2013 collection. 
And visitors can rest assured that every dime spent on their 
vacation will ultimately benefit the dynamic people of Haiti 
they meet along the way.

Book your Nomad Trip at IfOnly.com, or find out more about 
James at studiorusselljames.com

Adriana Lima behind the scenes at Donna Karan 2014 
campaign photographed by Russell James in Haiti


