
www.private-air-mag.com  1www.private-air-mag.com  2

A GATSBYESQUE HAVEN  
The Ultimate St.James Villa

FRENCH LEASEBACK 
Investment Properties

REMEMBERING 
PAOLO SOLERI

LUXURY LIVING AT SEA

Volume 2 | Issue 3



www.private-air-mag.com  35

Private Air
at the BADA Fair Written By: Joseph Reaney

his March saw one of the biggest 
events in the international 
collectables calendar – the 
British Antique Dealers’ 

Association (BADA) Antiques & Fine 
Art Fair 2013. Thousands of merchants 
and collectors from around the world 
descended on the tiny Duke of York 
Square in Chelsea, West London to sell, 
bid and buy an eclectic range of beautiful, 
historic items ranging from walking canes 
to watercolors, clocks to cabinets.

The BADA Fair, which ran from 13 
to 19 March, exhibited a number of 
fascinating items, attracting buyers 
from as far afield as the United States, 
Israel and China. The ‘Object of the 
Fair’ award was given to a rare Queen 
Anne gilt gesso dressing table, exhibited 
by Mackinnon Fine Furniture of 
London and described by the judges 
as “an object of spectacular fragility 
and rarity”, while the second prize 
went to a 15th century Nottingham 
alabaster of Christ in Glory and the 
Last Judgement, exhibited by Strachan 
Fine Art of London.

Yet what was most impressive was the 
depth and variety of treasures on show. 

There was the fascinating 19th century 
walking cane made by Eskimos from 
a narwhal’s tusk, used in the search 
of lost British Arctic explorer Sir 
John Franklin; two beautiful George 
III neo-classical giltwood armchairs 
upholstered in silver silk; and the 
exquisitely-preserved watercolor ‘The 
Molo and the Doge’s Palace, Venice’ by 
Samuel Prout.

The fair also offered a range of talks, 
covering everything from key trends 
for design and decorating in 2013 (by 
Carole Annett and Laura Wordsworth 
from House & Garden magazine) to 
a look at the highly influential 18th 
century watercolorists (by former 
British Museum and Royal Academy 
of Arts curator Andrew Wilton).

So whether you visited as a dealer, a 
buyer, or simply an antiques and art 
lover, the BADA Fair had plenty to 
offer. So with the 2014 event scheduled 
from 19 to 25 March, you may want to 
add it to your calendar now.

You can find out more 
about the BADA Fair at
www.bada-antiques-fair.co.uk
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